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PRINCIPLES OF POLITICAL PARTIES. 
BY R. G, JOHNSON, DEPAUW UNIVERSITY, 
GREENCASTLE, IND. 
Awarded First Honors at thL, Inter-State Oratorical 
Contest. 
WE LIVE under a government of majori-ties. Through party organization alone 
can the will of the majority be ascer-
tained. If there were no parties, no 
principles enumerated, no tickets nominated, 
each citizen must write his own ballot, and 
from the multiplicity of interests, the conflict 
of desires, endless confusion would result. Par-
ties represent ideas, convictions concerning the 
rights of man in government. To secure major-
ities parties must be organized under the broad-
est political principles. As the principle is nar-
rowed the number of followers is correspondingly 
decreased. Parties representing narrow issues 
can no more secure majorities than can a relig-
ious denomination, representing details)n wor-
ship, include a majority of Christians.(•:::-:With-
out organization upon the broadestr,principles 
majorities are impossible. Two fundamental 
principles give two parties. 
Whence are these principles derived? They 
are found in the universal law of action and re-
action. This law exists in the nature of all 
matter, of all force. Consider a shooting star, 
a sweeping hurricane, a political revolution, a 
religious reformation; they are but manifesta-
tions of a universal confiict between two forces, 
one tending to produce change, the other to re-
sist it. Progress, social or political, is the re-
sult of this conflict. This law, inherent in mind 
and matter, divides men into radicals and con-
servatives, and upon thi~ division are based po-
litical parties, around whose principles the peo-
ple cluster and gather as bits of steel about the 
poles of a magnet. What is all political his-
tory but the record of the action and reaction 
of radical and conservative ideas crystalized 
about contending principles of government. 
The conflict,rns always been between the ideas 
of strong central and local self-government-a 
constant struggle to maintain an equilibrium of 
forces. The dagger of Brutus sought not to 
stab the body of Cresar as to destroy the tend-
ency toward centralization. The ruins of rich 
cities upon the Rhine stand solemn monuments , 
of the reaction against that declaration of ab-
solutism," I am the State." In Russia, in Aus-
tria, rn Germany this conflict prevails. '1.'he 
last seven centuries of Irish history is but a 
desperate struggle between these two antagon-
istic forces. The principle of the Whig party 
in England, "-That all positive institutions ex-
ist for the general good," stood arrayed against 
the Tory principle," The divine right of kings." 
It flamed like the motto of Constantine, an in-
spiration to the Commons ; it fired with daunt-
less courage Hampden and Pym and Cromwell 
and Milton. Constantly resisted by the con-
servative idea that the" King can do no wrong," 
it steadily gained the vantage ground, securing 
self-government for the Englishmen at home, 
raising victorious in New England, winning the 
day at Lexington, at Bunker Hill and York-
town, until we behold its legitimate fruit in the 
fundamental principle of our government, that 
" the people are the true source of all p0litical 
po\\er." 
At the formation of our constitution these 
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ever-acting and opposing principles were at 
work, contending for the shaping of the Repub-
lic's destiny and creating the two great parties 
which must .ever control it-one advocating 
strong central, the other local self-government. 
But did the acceptance of the Federal principle 
in the constitution destroy the logic by which 
Hamilton urged a strong central government, or 
that for which Jefferson contended for the op-
posing principle of state sovereignty ? By no 
means. The same parties, actuated by the same 
persistent principles, divided upon the interpre-
tation of the constitution, and have passed 
down the century in unbroken parallel lines. 
Whatever their name they have never lost their 
identity ; whether denominated Federalist or 
Anti-Federalist, Republican or Democratic, one 
has been the liberal, the other the strict construc-
tionist in the interpretation of the constitution, 
and, because of this, one has always desired 
more, the other less, legislation or measures of 
n~t}onal reform and progress. Hamilton's tar-
iff policy, internal improvements, the disposi-
tion of the public lands, Calhoun's nullification 
resolution-all involved the question of the rel-
ative functions of state and national govern-
ment. It was this when Webster met in match-
less eloquence the champion of the south ; the 
same conflict when our fathers shouldered mus-
kets and marched to the field of death. 
Back of the lines of steel at Gettysburg and 
Appomattox, aiming every bayonet, loading ev-
ery cannon, inspiring every charge, sublime in 
every conflict, stood colossal the opposing princi-
ples of state and nation. Ah ! there was more 
than a social and moral issue in that contest. 
Our Lincoln, our Sumners, our Grants met the 
Davises, the Stevenses the Lees, not on the 
moral issue of slavery only-they fought for a 
broader idea, a political principle. They fought 
for the integrity of the nation. 
The war wrote in characters of blood, " The 
state is subordinate to the nation;" but it left 
human nature unchanged, and the silent con-
flict of centralization and local self-government, 
agitated by new issues, goes on. 
An era of good feeling, as during Monroe's 
actministration, may prevail, hiding, tempora-
rily, these differentiating principles from public 
view ; neverthelllss, they exist. They are the 
criteria to which every political issue was re-
ferred. Because one believes that the natwnal 
government should foster home industries by 
protection, ~he other that the function of gov-
ernment ceases with securing "tariff for reve-
nue only," the two great parties are divided 
upon the tariff question. Opposition to the in-
tf1r-state commerce, the government postal tele-
graph and the Blair education bills is based up-
on the fundamental idea that such legislation is 
an invasion of the rights reserved to the states. 
Both from necessity "1nd expediency two great 
parties exist. By mutual criticism both are 
held within the bounds of reason. As the sus-
pension of one physical force would disperse 
the myriad planets into chaos, the suspension of 
tlie other would drive us to anatchy and con-
fusion. 
When the great principles are in abeyance 
minor parties, based upon social and moral is-
sues, spring into existence. Such parties fail be-
cause they involve no political principle broad 
enough to subvert that of a dominant party. 
Did the Abolition party enact the fourteenth and 
fifteenth amendments? The Liberal party, the 
Freesoilers, the Anti-Jlllasons, the Greenbackers 
-all have folded their tents and sleep in peace, 
while the two parties representing principles, of 
government, ever prevail. Does not the failure 
of these portend the same fate for the Labor 
and Socialistic parties of to-day ? 
The error of outside party reformers is a mis-
conception of the essential nature of parties and 
their relation to the people. All problems of 
law and politics have a real and ideal side. 
Neglecting the real, idealists evolve abstract 
theories, fanatics attempt to put them into prac-
tice. Having but one idea, they consider it of 
supreme importance, and, viewing it alone, and 
not in its relat10n to the other necessary ideas of 
government, they have a distorted view of all. 
The theorists presuppose an ideal state of man-
kind unattamable so long as human nature is 
the basis of society. In practice the third 
partyist accomplishes the opposite of'his theory. 
Upon the theory of emancipating the slaves, 
third-partyism defeated Clay and elected Polk, 
percipitating the Mexican war and tlie further 
extension of slavery. It elevated to the presi-
dency that tool of the :;lave power, Buchanan, 
well-nigh wrecking the Union. But what of the 
Independent Prohibition party ? Shall six 
million temperance men forsake the parties of 
Hamilton and Jefferson, of Jackson and Clay, 
parties established upon principles of govern-
ment, for a party based upon a social and moral 
issue ? What superior intelligence or force of 
reason entitles one third-partyist to dictate to 
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twenty sincere temperance men of a dominant 
party just how prohibition shall come 't He 
points to no laws enacted by assemblies of his 
political faith, to no triumphs at the polls. In 
New York, Massachusetts, Ohio, Michigan, In-
diana, third-party tickets have defeated tem-
perance legislation, and whenever it fails to co-
operate with a dominant party its effect is to 
put the temperance cause in the hands of its 
enemies. Five states have already demonstrat-
ed the inability of the Prohibition party to ac-
complish any good results through its own 
strength, and it only remains for the other 
thirty-three to consign' it to oblivion. Every 
temperance enactment has come through dom-
inant parties; every attempt at reform through 
a third party has resulted in disaster. 
A political party is not called into existence 
to serve a transient issue, then pass away for-
ever. The causes of real political difference are 
opinions with respect to principles of govern-
ment; these causes are permanent, inherent in 
the nature of man. Social and moral issues do 
not, can not, originate or sustain a political 
party; for when these issues are thrust into 
politics they involve the principles underlying 
the parties which of necessity already exist, and 
upon these basal principles must every political 
issue be finally settled. 
Back of every reform and every statute stands 
public sentiment, which rests not on parties, 
statutes or creeds, but upon the perception of 
right :md wrong implanted in the bosom of 
man. Public sentiment is the omnipotent power 
that enacts, enforces, enthrones, dethrones. 
What is your statute, your penalty, unless be-
hind it stands a living public sentiment r The 
man is a hero who violates the law. 1Vhat 
statute will ever stigmatize John Brown as a 
murderer, or write the name of Benedict Arnold 
along side that of " the father of his country?" 
Public sentiment rules a political party with in-
exorable decrees. It said to the Democratic 
party, "Put Boss Tweed behind the prison 
bars," and it was obeyed. It spoke again, and 
gray-haired Jacob Sharp passed to his grave 
through the same cell. :Not third party, but 
public sentiment, dictated that sentence in the 
Republican platform, "Iowa has no compromise 
to make with the saloons." Public sentiment 
sustained the mayor of an Irish-American city 
who decreed that only the stars and stripes 
should float from the flag-staff of the city hall. 
It pronounced against a third term. It said to 
the hero of Appomattox, in whose presence the 
crowned heads of Europe had stood uncovered, 
and whose praises had been echoed in every 
tongue of the civilized world, "Thus far and no 
farther," and the most distinguished citizen of 
the world retired to the shades of private life. 
Without public 5entimf>nt nothing can succeed; 
with it nothing can fail. Temperance reform 
will come, not by reason of third party, but in 
spite of it. It will come because the sublirr;est 
forces of a Christian civilization are ~at work 
creating a public sentiment before which evil 
will flee as from the avenging angel of God. 
Statesmen must adopt the will of their constitu-
ents or fall before the flood-tide of popular 
opinion. Political parties, based upon essential 
principles of government and commanding ma-
jorities, alone wield sufficient power to enforce 
the dictates of prtJic opinion. 
These outside moveme11ts are but ripples upon 
the great sea of political thought; they can . 
never change the direction of resistless ocean 
currents. Identified with perma11ent parties are 
the rich legacies of patriotic statesmen; the 
mystic chords of memory, stretching from a 
thousand battlefields, where sleep heroic dead, 
bind men to these parties with ties that cannot 
be severed by transient issues. The feeling of 
loyalty inspired by a father's words, hallowed by 
a mother's tears, throws a halo of glory around 
their principles that can never be extinguisl.ed 
by the will-o'-the-wisp of independent parties. 
Issues come and issues go, but political parties, 
based upon inherent tendencies of human 
nature, dignified by brilliant intellects, cemented 
by the blood of brave men, go on for ever. Ab-
stract theories may battle against nature, cul-
tured independence may seek to degrade these 
principles, but the parties representing them 
will stand-they will stand 
"As some tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 
Swells from the vale ,md midway leaves the storm; 
Though round its breast the rolling clouds are spread, 
Eternal sunshine settles on its head." 
MOUNT VERNON. 
IN April of this year the writer made one of the throng of pilgrims to the home of Wash-
ington, which is now owned by the Womens' 
Mt. Vernon Association of the United States. 
The Association has restored the house and 
grounds and in all possible cases replaced the 
original furniture. When this could not be pro-
cured, other pieces of the same date were used, 
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or else copies of the originals. Our route was 
down the Potomac from V{ ashington, by the 
Association steamer, "\V. W. Corcoran. Before 
Mt. Vernon the river is two miles wide, and the 
steamer's channel near the opposite shore. The 
tolling bell gave notice that we were approach-
ing the historic spot. ·with the whole new con-
tinent before him where to choose, Lawrence 
Washington could not have selected a more im-• 
posing site for his stately home. The mansion 
stands a hundred feet above the river on the 
crown of a hill, almost enclosed by it in a majes-
tic bend. :From the front the lawns slope down 
to the old deer park. 
"\Ve make the landing at the wharf, part of 
which was built by Washington, and from which 
he loaded his barges with flour from his own 
mill. It was here, during the Revolution, that 
a boat's crew landed from a .itish ship of war 
in the owner's absence and, much to his chagrin, 
obtained provisions from the frightened over-
seer. 
From this point the roadway climbs the hill 
between the wild woods on the one hand and 
the east lawn on the other. In a narrow ravine, 
immediately to the right, are a number of young 
weeping willows from the tomb of Napoleon. 
The first stopping place is at the new tomb in 
which the remains of Washington and his wife 
and about thirty near relatives have lain since 
1831. The appearance of this structure is fa-
miliar to every one. The old tomb, visited by 
La Fayettt:J in 1824, is to the right some rods. It 
is a large grassy mound, with a door in the north 
end. Farther up the hill is the barn, built in 
1733, of English brick. It is two stories high, 
with a lean-to on the north side and an outside 
stairway on the west end. It was re-roofed by 
Washington in 1799 and recently by the As-
sociation. 
The mansion is three stories high, built of 
wood, cut and painted like stone. It is 96 by 30 
feet. ,Along the whole river front runs a piazza, 
its roof supported by eight large square pillars, 
twenty-five feet high. It is paved with tiles a 
foot square, brought from the Isle of Wight. 
From either end of the opposite front run curv-
ed colonnades to the state and family kitchens, 
respectively. The lower story is divided by the 
wide hall. On the north side are the music 
room and west parlor, on the south the family 
dining room and Lady Washrngton's sitting 
room. Each one of the nineteen or twenty 
rooms and halls has been furnished by a state, 
under the direction of its vice-regent. Only the 
most interesting of the relics can be mentioned 
here. 
In the main hall, in a handsome glass case, is 
the sword used by Washington at the battle of 
Monongahela. Over the door, from this hall to 
the music room, lies his field glass on the two 
pegs where his hand often placed it. At.the 
foot of the stairs is a small glass case containing 
the key of the bastile, presented to him by La 
Fayette, when that old prison was torn down. 
On the west door is the stately brass knocker 
which has been lifted by so many Revolutionary 
celebrities. 
An addition to the north end of the house, built 
by Washin·gton, contains the banquet hall. The 
first paper was placed on its walls by La Fayette, 
Washington and others, in hasty preparation for 
a state dinner. The marble mantel was sculp-
tured by Canova. A high iron screen protects 
it from relic stealers. The west wall is covered 
by Rembrandt Peale's famous painting of 
Washington before Yorktown. He sits on his 
famous white horse, with his sword unsheathed 
in his hand. The light is so poorly arranged 
that it is impossible to see the whole picture at 
once from any point in the room. A large ma-
hogany dining table of the colonial type occu-
pies the middle of the room. It is used by the 
Council of the Association. On a rosewood 
table, in a silver mounted case, is a model of the 
bastile, cut out of granite blocks taken from the 
building. 
In the south extension, also built by Wash-
ington, is his study, a wainscoted room in which 
are seventeen closets. Here were kept the 
library, the Revolutiom1,ry relics and other val-
uable personal properties. All are gone now to 
various collections and the cases are empty, but 
for a few volumes of Washingtoniana. 
In the refurnished "river room " up stairs 
is the bedstead used by Washington at Valley 
Forge. In the room adjoining is a carved bed-
stead from Eltham, the home of a brother-in-
law of Martha Washington, which was always 
used by him on his visit to the house. In the 
upper halls are two or three large cases of relics. 
In one of them, hangs the velvet mourning 
suit worn by Washington when he delivered his 
farewell address. Its dimensions indicate that 
the Father of His Country was a great man in 
the physical sense. 
Washington's bedroom, in which he died, is 
of the greatest interest, as all the furniture in 
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the room was used \Jy him. Here are the hair 
coach-tnmk, studlied with IJrass nails and mark-
ed'' 1776," the inlaid secretary, the dressing-
glass, the bed in which he died. The latter is a 
large four-poster with white hangings, trimmed 
with white short fringe, a plain valance and a 
silk em\Jroidered spread, the work of his niece. 
Next door to this room is the one used by 
Eleanor Parks Curtis when a little girl. It is 
fitted up with colonial furniture and has in it 
the three carpet covered steps she used to get 
into the high bed. 
Directly over Washington's room is the 
chamber used by his widow after his death and 
in which Khe died. It has been beautifully fur-
nished, after descriptions of the original, by the 
women of Wisconsin. Only the toilet stand 
with its oval mirror is original. The hangings 
are of beautiful woolen cretonne, and there is a 
quaint little china toilet set on a spider-legged 
mahogany stand. Outside its door hangs the 
coat of arms of ,visconsin in carved wood, pre-
sented by the young ladies of Milwaukee. 
From the cupola there is a fine view of the 
estate, the woods and hills to the west and to 
the north, south and east the mighty river. 
The kitchen, after the southern fashion, is 
detached from the house. There iR still a great 
crane and a kettle on it in the chimney, which 
latter occupies more than the necessary room to 
hold a modern range. The old well nuder the 
kitchen-roof was the pride of the servants of Mt. 
Vernon. 
On the north of the west lawn is the flower-
garden laid out by Washington. It is bordered 
and divided by hedges of box alder in curious 
designs, preserved as he planted them. Out-
side its entrance are two ash and two poplar 
trees planted by his hand centuries ago, and in-
side four calycanthu-1 trees, presented to him by 
Thomas Jefferson. A broad walk leads from 
this gate directly across the garden to the new 
green house built upon the site of the old one 
which was burned in the winter of 1835. In 
the old house were several plants which had be-
longed to Lady Washington. Only three of 
these were saved. Of these three there re-
main now only a small sago palm. Forming the 
north wall of the ga¥den are the old slave-quar-
ters, a row of low brick apartments now fast 
tottering to ruin. 
Mount Vern.on is a lovely place, full of hal-
lowed associations, but the fact remains that 
we humble moderns need have no wish to go 
back to tbe modes of the life of the Father of 
His Country. 1Ve are more comfortable in our 
humdrum of '88 than he in his glory following 
'76- JIil. C. FA VILLE. 
Baltimore, May 13, 1888. 
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THINKING: WHAT IS IT? 
BY JULIA WENTCH. 
EVERY action of the mind is directed to-ward some object. In external percep-
. tion the object is something in the extern-
al ,vorld. Dy exerc1srng the perceptive 
faculties, we g,tin as the product of such an act, 
a perception which is the object, for the succes-
sive acts of memory which follow perception, 
and result in au unconscious concrete concPpt. 
.Finally this conception becoming conscious, 
completes the series whose crowning act .is con-
ception. vVe now have before the eye of con-
sc10usness, the betral of some event, action, or 
object which is a mere transcript of what has 
been observed as existing in the external world. 
Dut this conception exists wholly in the mind, 
and depends for its dbtinctness and complete-
ness on the thoroughness of the preceding acts, 
especially thP initial act of perception, individu-
al a1Jd concrete. 
:N'ow it is upon such concepts that the acts of 
thinking are performed. They are the objects 
of thoughts. Thought centers on the concept 
and its various movements consists in dividing 
such concepts into parts, in separating its qual-
ities and scrutinizing each apart from all the 
rest, in reuniting these into different combina-
tions at pleasure, in grouping concrete concepts 
into classes on the basis of reseri1bling charac-
teristics, in comparing these classes with each 
other and drawing therefrom new conclusions 
respecting the new truths they contain. Tims 
higher forms of knowledge are obtained by the 
modification of individual concrete concepts, 
by the processes of thought. Outer objects 
must be transmuted into thoughts before we 
can comprehend them. 1Ve hold the concept of 
an object before the eye of consciousness, the 
mind grasps and concentrates its attention up-
on it, and we learn the qualities, properties and 
parts which enable us to comprehend the ob-
ject by the processes of thought. Without the 
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power of thought the human intellect would be 
limited to the representation of the individual 
objects presented to sense perception. Our 
minds would merely reflect like a mirror the 
miscellaneous things around us, and the world 
within would simply duplicate the world with-
out. If such were the condition of the human 
mind the memory would be overwhelmed with 
the va~t throng of particulars and a multitude 
of proper names necessary to express them. 
But the facts are far otherwise. As before 
stated the objects of thought are conscious con-
crete concepts. The mind takes these concepts 
and by thinking analyzes them, and obtains 
therefrom concepts of the parts and properties 
apart from the concrete concept that contain 
them. Then on the basis of resembling charac-
teristics these concepts are arranged in 
classes designated by a single name. Thus the 
ideas with which the memory is stored, owing 
to the possibility of thought, represent not 
single things but classes of things, and the words 
we use designate not only individual con-
cepts but groups of concepts that represent 
classes. Also through thought are com-
bined at pleasure the concepts of parts and ab-
stract properties into new concrete image con-
cepts, having no external realities. Artists por-
tray their thoughts on canvas. That building 
is the thought of an architect embodied in stone. 
The poem, '' The Village Blacksmith," is the 
thought of Longfellow clothed in language. 
Every concept gained through the senses repre-
sents a )mndle of qualities. And the mind can-
not fasten its attention upon one of these, with-
out distinguishing it from the other qualities. 
But this is an act of comparison. Therefore 
~ the fundamental act of thinking is comparison. 
The analysis of a concrete concept cannot be 
conducted without comparing the parts and 
properties with each other. In scrutinizing the 
concept •of a tree, if we analyze the concept we 
compare limbs, leaves, bark, trunk, etc. Also 
in obtaining an abstract idea we compare con-
tinually these parts and properties. We get the 
abstract idea of green by comparing the green 
color of the leaves, with those of other trees and 
the same color exhibited in other objects. Nor 
can these parts be combined into new concepts 
without new comparisons. It is equally true 
that the act of classification is the grouping to-
gether of those concepts whose resembling 
characteristics are discerned by comparison. 
Indeed every act of thinking whether it be to 
analyze our concepts or to combine the ele-
ments that result from analysit> includes inevit-
ably a comparison. Though the act of compari-
son is essential to every form of thought they 
are often so subtle and flitting as to find· no 
lodgment in the memory. The operation of 
comparison in the presence of familiar concepts 
is spontaneous, resembling the automatic aetion 
of sight when the eye rests involuntarily on 
visible objects. We see objects around us, with-
out, by the force of will, directing the sense of 
sight toward the object. Likewise we scrutin-
ize concepts, analyze and classify them without 
conceiving the idea of having compared these 
concepts. It.is not so much the process, passed 
through an act of thought that attracts the at-
tention of a trne thinker, ·as the result and the 
fact that he can sci utinize his concepts and 
operate upon them in such a manner as to gain 
new truths thereby. Little could be gained by 
thought if each comparison, to say nothing of 
the other acts in thinking were to find lodg-
ment in the memory. In the thought, "six of 
those trees are elms and six are maples," we 
have many comparisons. Since all objects that 
are grouped together are classified, the expres-
sion six necessitates comparison previous to 
grouping. The trees must have been compared 
to note the different classes and the word other 
signifies a comparison. Reasoning the highest 
form of thought is but the comparison of at 
least three concepts. We have before stated 
that the object of thought is the concept 
whether the ctmcrete concept, of properties and 
parts, general abstract, or class. But it is the 
class concept that furnishes the material for the 
highest and most complete thought. For 
thought precedes in class judgment which is a 
mental act that comparing two concepts affirms 
that one is or is not in the other. A compari-
son completed and affirmed. A complete 
thought is a judment or a series of judgments. 
We think in judgment and there is no other 
form of complete conscious intellectual action. 
Judging and thinking are identical acts differ-
ing only in the fact that the latter must consist 
of a single judgment or several connected ones. 
We can consequently learn the nature of thought 
only by studying the variety of judgments of 
which the mind is capable. For thought mov-
ing always in judgment is a comparison of con-
cepts or a succesf>ion of such comparisons made 
in order to discern and affirm the agreement or 
disagreement of related ideas. 
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GYPSUM DEPOSITS IN 10\VA. 
E. A, SHEAFE. 
THE only deposits of the sulphates of the al-kaline earths of any economic value in 
Iowa, are those of gypsum at and in the 
vicinity of Ft. Dodge, Webster county. 
The large deposit of gypsum near Ft. Dodge 
is one of the most important in the United 
States, and the only one of economic value 
known to exist not only in Iowa, but in any of 
the adjoining states. This fact gives it great 
value. ~ 
The depoRit occupies nearly the central part 
of Wehster county, the Des Moines river divid-
ing it into nearly two equal parts. Along the 
valley sides the gyp~um is seen in the form of 
ordinary rock cliffs and ledges, occuring in sim-
ilar positions along both sides of the smaller 
streams. 
The extent of the gypsum deposit exposed 
along the Des Moines river is about six miles. 
It can be traced along the valleys of the small 
strearris some distance, but finally becomes hid-
den by the drift which covers this region to a 
depth of from twenty to sixty feet. The entire 
area of the deposit is estimated at about twenty-
five square miles. 
The· gypsum as seen on either siae of the 
bluffs, jutting out from beneath the drift, pre-
sents the appearance of ordinary limestone in 
color aud stratification. The stratification is • 
continuous throughout the whole deposit and 
from top to bottom. The color is uniformly 
gray, resulting from alternating fine horizontal 
lines of nearly white with similar lines of darker 
shade. The gypsum' of the white lines is en-
tirely pure, the darker lines containing the im-
purities. Some points of the deposit are known 
to reach a thickness of thity feet, but at the 
points of natural exposure it is seldom found to 
be more than from ten to twenty feet thick. 
There is a clayey deposit over the bed of gyp-
sum, which served in some degree as a protec-
tion against the diminution of the gypsum by 
solution, in consequence of its partial imper-
yiousness to water. If the gypsum had been 
covered t•y sand instead of clay, it would, no 
•loubt, have long since disappeared. 
In neither the gypsum nor the associated clays 
has any trace of fmisils been found, so that its 
age can not be determined by the life system. 
But from its position it is certainly newer than 
the coal measures and older than the drift. As 
to the origin of the deposit, it seems reasonable 
to assume that it was caused by precipitation in 
comparatively still waters which were saturated 
with calcium sulphate and destitute of life. 
The clayey impurities that were deposited at the 
same time had been held suspended in the same 
waters. 
A chemical analysis shows that to take the 
entire deposit uf gray gypsum the amount of 
impuritiy is less than eight per cent., while the 
white and fibrous appear to be chemically pure. 
When it is remembered that plaster for agricul-
tural purposes is sometimes prepared from gyp-
sum that contains as m,uch as thirty per cent. of 
impurity, it will lie seen that the gypsum of 
Iowa is a very superior article for such purposes. 
The impnrities !'ound are of such a character 
that they in no way interfere with its value in 
th-e arts. 
Owing to the fertility of the Iowa soil, the 
gypsum has not been used very extensively as a 
fertilizer. But this will not continue long, be-
cause now in the older portions of the state, 
there are many farms that would be greatlv ben-
efited by the proper application of plaster. Such 
nse will continue to increase until it will be 
difficult to estimate the value of the gypsum de-
posits at Ft. Dodge. Neighboring states wiJl 
find it convenient to obtain their supplies of 
gypsum from this source. 
Gypsum has been used for building purposes 
in Ft. Dodge, also for sidewalks and railroad 
arches. But on account of its non-resistance 
to the elements, its principal uses must be in 
the arts and as a fertilizer. 
The method of quarrying and dressing the 
blocks of gypsum is unlike that of preparing 
or<linary stone. Taking a stout auger-bit, such 
as is used by carpenters, the quarrymen bores 
holes in the gypsum quarry for blasting in the 
same manner and with as muc1' ease as a car-
penter would bore hard wood. 'l'he pieces 
loosened by blasting are broken up with sledges 
into convenient sizes ; or hewn into the desired 
shapes by ordinary hatchets or cut with wood 
saws. The calcium sulphate contains so little 
grit that tools made for working wood are bet-
ter adapted for preparing it than those tools 
universally used for woi:k.ing stone. 
Minor deµosits of gypsum have been found in 
the coal measures, the St. Louis limestone, the 
cretaceous strata and also in the lead caves of 
Dubuque. These are not of much economic 
importance, occuring only in small quantities. 
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ANOTHER term is near its close. Soon the busy editors will be the victims of 
home rule. Imagine the thermometer 
90 degrees in the shade and a weary 
student leaning on the handle!:' of the cultiva-
tor. The imaginary scene is one that makes 
our heart sad. Yet the inevitable vision comes 
up before us and we read our doom in the corn 
field and hay meadow. 
* * * 
The coTiege has a new Buckeye two horse 
lawn mower, one of the latest make, cuts on 
both sides of the swath a11d leaves a streak in 
the middle for seed. The lawn is now being 
fixed up to keep company with the strawberries 
which are stubborn enough not to ripen till va-
cation begins. 
* * * 
The latest we get with respect to the fracas 
at Ames is that there is an inclination on the 
part of tbQ college and civil authorities to let 
the whole matter drop. Recent developments 
do not place the " antis" in so unfavorable 
light as before. There seems to be two sides to 
the question. Still the disturbance is not held 
at all justifiable by any parties.- Vedette Re-
porter. 
We thank the editor of the Reporter for bis 
last sentence. But be might have enlarged on 
the " two sides " a little more. There were 
two sides, viz: A right and a wrong side. The 
president declares that the investigation will go 
on even into next term but what they solve the 
mystery. 
* * * The Manston Messenger contains an excellent 
article on "Lawyers a Necessity to Society," 
from which we clip the following: 
'' In the three great departments of our gov-
ernment the lawyer fills the most important po-
sitions, and everywhere we see the marks of his 
logical, penetrating intellect. The lawyers~are 
a bulwark of society, and therefore let no:.man 
think ill of the profession of law, but rather re-
gard it as a sacred vocation, on which man 
should enter with a due appreciation·_of ·.its_dig-
nity and importance, remembering that bis pow-
er for doing good or evil is great." 
* * * Mr. C. Powell Karr, a graduate of School of 
Mines, Columbia College, has in preparation a 
Manual of American Colleges, which proposes 
to give in classified form all the leading col-
lege~, universities, technical and professional 
schools, their requirments for admission, courses 
of study, cost of tuition, and living expenses, 
and, in a word, a systematic resume of all the 
information needed by parents, guardians and 
students to enable them to decide intelligently 
what colleqe or institution of learning it is best 
to attend. It is to be issued from the press of 
William T. Comstock, New York. 
* * * According to our judgment the last three ser-
mons preached by Prof. Barrows were the best 
he has given since coming to the college. We 
were especially interested in the sermon last 
Sabbath. On opening the discourse he stated 
bis point and then proceeded with an interest-
ing argument to the proof. 
* * * 
"RIO'l'ING AT AMES." 
The public has heard much in regard to the 
disturbance at the college on the evening of 
· May 25th. Yet we think it proper to record the 
deed on our pages. There may be some who 
have not seen the many highly colored accounts 
given in the daily journals. 
The affair was the most disgraceful deed ever 
perpetrated at the college. Rather beneath the 
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dignity of men far lower in the scale of human-
ity than college stude,1ts are supposed to be. 
The members of a ~ecret society "·ere giving 
a reception to the ladies of a secret organiza-
tion. The meeting was held in the hall of the 
former, located in the third story of the chemi-
cal building. 
Permission had been given for such a meet-
ing, and they were enjo} ing the evening when 
about 11 o'clock some one detected gas in the 
halls below. The door leading from the build-
ing was fastened by the mob which consisted of 
about thirty or forty masked men. After 
fastening the door the mob commenced stoning 
the building. The stones came through into 
the society room, one of the !JOys being hit 
twice. Soon after this the boys gained access 
to the open air through a window and were 
again met by a volley of stones and rotten eggs. 
The mob was soon driven back and the door 
opened, when the ladies were taken from the 
hall•, almost suffocated by the poisonous gas. 
There was uo earthly cause for the outburst 
except long nurtured jealousy. They have al-
lowed their imagination to control them until 
they are convinced that a '·secret" man is 
craving their heart's blood. One of their Stark 
sympathizers, and in many respects no better 
than the mob proper, made out a list of details 
held by society students, and ran with great 
haste to show the president how he had favored 
the fraternity boys and girls. On investigation 
it was found that most of these persons received 
their appointments before joining a society, and 
the others were appointed without any knowl-
edge on the part of the authorities that the so-
licitor belonged to a fraternity. 
Five of the perpetrators of the disgraceful 
affair were arrested but discharged after pre-
liminary trial, not for lack of evidence that they 
were in the mob as stated by the faithful cor-
respondent to the Daily News, but because they 
were arrested on the wrong charge. There are 
many turns in law. 
The boys and girls who were so grossly in-
sulted by the masked . throng, had great con-
fidence in the faculty, and firmly believed they 
would expel those who were engaged in the 
affair. Ent this is a strange world and we are 
sometimes surprised to find that we exist. The 
matter bas been stayed off from time to time, 
was nursed by procrastination, till the sly old 
thief of time has at last stolen away the assur-
ance we have continually received, and now it 
is probable that no oue will be molested. The 
roiters' evidence is taken above that of some of 
. the men who were attacked, together with that 
of neutral parties. If we can't get what we 
want, hereafter in Lhe college the proper way is 
to don a mask, gather a handful of stones, rob 
Capt. Lincoln's setting hen of her eggs and with 
the hooting song of the wild Sioux strike the 
war path. 
We would not be understood to say that all of 
the faculty are against expelling those mobbers, 
not by any means. But two or three of them 
evidently are. When things come to such a 
pass that young ladies are treated to such an in-
sult and the perpetrators allowed to stay in 
school, then we are ready to lose faith in hu-
manity. The man who is opposed to secret so-
cieties and not afraid to say it like a man is to 
be honored. But when he feels a thrill of pleasure 
over such an act as this one was, we can only 
hold him in contempt. There were probably 
some good boys in the mob. They were led on 
by those of less principles and more jealousy. 
We don't like to think that ail engaged in the mob 
really intended what they did. Still there is 
very little sign of repentance. 
There are some who think that punishment 
will still be placed upon those who put aside the 
law. But THE Auno1tA is compelled, from 
force of thought, to believe that they are per-
fectly safe, and reasoning from induction we 
may say that when they choose to mob again 
they will be at perfect liberty to do so. The 
president has already announced that Mr. F. E. 
David~on "ivas released from the charge of being 
one of the mob. The Faculty decided that 
there was not sufficient evidence to convict. 
* * * 
There is a petition before the Faculty to an-
nihilate secret societies. Any sane person who 
will investigate the petition as it was printed in 
the daily papers, can readily see their griev-
ances are all imaginary. There are some 160 
signers on the petition, but probably many of 
them signed because they were asked, and not 
because they believed the petition stated facts. 
They probably did not consider either way. 
* * * 
THE .JUNIOR EXHIBITION. 
The Junior Exhibition, occurring on Wednes-
day evening, June 20th, proved as usual to be 
one of the most pleasing events of the year. The 
chapel decorations were fully as fine as in pre-
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vious years and the old room in her holiday at-
tire was hardly recognizable. Many of the 
Freshman, Sophomores and even Seniors had 
gone home early in the week, but the Juniors 
all remained loyal and were out in force. In 
spite of threatening weather a large audience 
assembled. Pres. Chamberlain presided. The 
orators were greeted with a hearty round of ap-
plause when they marched in and took their 
places upon the platform. 
After a fitting and appropriate invocation by 
Prof. Barrows, a vocal selection was given by 
the chorus, under direction of Miss Pike, Miss 
Mills singing the solo part and delighting her 
audience as usual. 
The first oration was by A. McPherson, sub-
ject, "The New Northwest." A comparison of 
the past and present resources of this territory 
was given, as well as a forecast of the future. 
In conclusion an eloquent tribute was paid to 
Jefferson, whose sagacity and statesmanship 
saw the opportunity for grasping this prize. Mr. 
McPherson's delivery was good and he held at-
tention throughout. 
The next oration was " True Greatness," by 
W. B. Budrow. The author found his key to 
true greatness in unsullied character. Tllought 
and diction were good. Some stiffness in de-
livery took something from his effort, which 
was among the best of the evening. 
"Onr Heritage," by Miss NPttie Banister, was 
well received by the audience. Our heritage 
was found to be the blessings which accrue to 
us through civilization. They should be sacred-
ly guarded. Miss Banister's delivery conld 
have been bettered. Many were unable to hear, 
and a larger volume of tone would have added 
greatly to her effort. 
"The Turning of the Tide," by P. W. Starr, 
was perhaps the most polished production of the 
evening and won that gentleman many compli-
ments. The day when the tide of foreign im-
migration will be turned toward other shores 
and its attendant advantages were seen in the 
future. A p©or voice and some hesitancy de-
tracted from the possibilities which lay before 
Mr. Starr with the production be bad. 
The subject of Chas. H. Stearns' oration was 
''Pliny at Vesuvius" and it was well handled. 
Mr. Stearns bas a good voice and made himself 
heard throughout the entire audience. His 
gestures were natural and in place. 
"Supremacy in Asia," by Chas. W. Lamborn, 
followed. Mr. Lamborn bad a good production. 
It was well thought out, as evidenced by the 
composition and general handling-. His pres-
ence was good bat here again a poor voice les-
sened full effect. •. 
The next oration was by Miss Mary Zimbel-
man. Her subject was" Charles XII." and she 
paid a splendid tribute to Sweden's great mon-
arch. Her oration was well written, but the 
most praiseworthy feature was her pleasing de-
livery. Clear, distinct articulation enabled all 
to hear her. 
'' The Land of Mystery," by L. E. Hulse, 
proved a very interesting subject, and showed 
considerable study on the part of the writer. 
The tendency toward sameness of tone through-
ought injured the effect of delivery. 
Miss Elizabeth E. Wade followed with "The 
Blot in our Escutcheon," finding said blot to be 
the treatment· America has given poor Lo. Miss 
Wade fully sustained the reputation already ac-
quired by the ladies in the foregoing part of the 
programine. . By many her oration was consid-
ered the best of the evening. 
The closing oration was by Frank H. Cooley. 
He essayed to answer the question, "Is Slavery 
Over?" His success was amply Pttested by the 
generous applause which greeted him when he 
closed. He found in the present condition of 
wage workers a slavery worse than veritable 
bondage. His production was pungent and sa-
vored of originality. 
The programme contained a number of pieces 
of music, for all of which the audiem~e showed 
hearty appreciation. 
On the whole, we have only words of com-
mendation to say of the Junior Exhibition of '88 
and desire to congratulate '89 on the showing 
made by her representatives. 
We should be lacking in proper respect to a 
time honored custom of the editorial depart-
ment if we failed to denominate this Junior 
Exhibition as the best in the history of the I. A. 
C. and we cheerfully accord it the ·palm. 
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VACATION. • "Barbarism " to the front. 
Honors are a disgrlce henceforth. 
'' Christ was crucified By a mob." 
The rules were temporarily m suspended. 
LOCAL. I I 
Dr. Tillie is spending his vacation in Scotland. 
But they are honorable men, oh faculty, all 
honorable men. 
Clarance Tallman's sister visted at the Col-
lege a few days. 
Is lawlessness encouraged in this institution 'r 
Ask the Faculty. 
The Senior" barbs" had been craving honors 
and they got them. 
Clarence Baker is working with an engineer-
ing company at Boone. . · 
The only animals known to hiss are snakes, 
geese, and " barbarians." 
"Let no man dare, whan I am arrested, to 
charge me with di5honor. 
And their character,; are now as spotless as 
the crest of Mount Blanc. 
An unusually large number of students are 
spending their vacation at the College. 
Mr. and Miss Bingham, formerly of class '89 
came down from Emets to hear the juniors 
orate. 
Howard Hitchcock left schcol before the close 
of the term and his friends will be sorry to 
hear that he will not return. 
THE AURORA will visit its subscribers at 
their homes this month and hopes to find them 
all enjoying a pleasant vacat10n. 
In their characteristic manner the ,Juniors 
scored a large number of 4 's in Calculus, prob-
ably beating the record of any previous class. 
Dr. Welch's work on Psychology will be pub-
lished soon and future classes in that science 
will study the lectures from the printed page. 
The Senior "Barbs" were timid, 
And craved no class day fame; 
But, thanks to the "sly schemers," 
They got there all the same. 
Eric Ericson was married to a young lady of 
Story City the first of ,Tune. His classmates 
wish him a happy matrimonial career and ·an 
ocean of wedded bliss. 
N. E. Hansen called at the college and spent 
a few hours in the horticultural department. 
He, in company with Rich and Beach, is en-
gaged in practical horticultural investigation 
with Silas Wilson at Atlantic. 
Prof. Osborn adopted a new and commend-
able plan of excusing members of the Geology 
class who had maintained a satisfactorily term 
record from the final examination. Prof. Ben-
nett also pursues the same method. 
The musical recital of Miss Pike surpassed 
anything of that kind we have ever listened to 
in the chapel. She is certainly a most success-
ful instructor and it is to be hoped that she will 
long be retained in her present capacity. 
The Senior's picnic was held at Story City in-
stead of at Boone as was first intended and was 
an entire success. Eighteen couples of braves 
forgot the intellectual nourishment of college 
and despite a few necessary accidents, spent a 
very enjoyable day. 
Miss Blood gave an interesting reading in the 
chapel Friday evening, June 8th, which was 
well attended. Her splendid delivery was en-
joyed by all and especially was her rendition of 
of the " Chariot Race " applauded. She has a 
host of admirers here. 
Tlie officers of the Experimental Station are 
now all at their posts, the latest arrival being 
the chemist, Prof. G. E. Patrick, of Cornell 
University, New York. The first bulletin of 
the party has been issued and will be followed 
by one about every two weeks. 
Secret societies are ruining this college, and 
yet Cornell manages to survive with twenty-two 
anc! Aun Arbor with fourteen. Read what 
President White of Cornell University has to 
say of "College Fraternities" in the library, 
before passing judgment farther. 
While our sister colleges are holding their 
commencement exercises and the dear sympa-
thetic public are listening to the fiery eloquence 
of the thousands of young people who expect to 
achieve prominence within the next six months, 
the I. A. C. sits burning in the sun with scarcely 
a suspicion of the intellectual exodus she will 
pour forth next November. 
,v11en about to break rules, oh student, go not 
alone and rashly outrage the Jaw, but with a 
mask on thy face and rocks and eggs in thy 
bands in company with thy friends boldly at-
tack the public buildings, and if there be ladies 
therein, heed them not, but imagine thyself 
abused and strike for thy rights, and thou shalt 
be rewarded and thy name be lauded by thy 
fellow students, and thy character be rendered 
pure as the falling snow flakes. 
A joint declamatory contest of speakers from 
the Freshman and Sophomore classes of the 
four literary societies was held in the chapel 
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Saturday evening, June 9. The contest was an 
unusually good one and resulted i11 a triple 
victory for the Crescents, their representatives, 
Mr. Schulte, Miss Nichols and Mr. Stinson be-
ing awarded first, second and third honors, re-
spectively. The judges -were Profs. Barrows, 
Halsted and Gunn. Below we give the program: 
The Sioux Chief's Daughter .............. Lydia Bradrick. 
Jimmie Butler imd the Owl ............... Minnie Roberts. 
Arnold's Death Bed •................ Joe. S Chttmberlain. 
The Bridge of the Tay ................. Bradford Knttpp. 
Characterization of an American ....... John 'I'. Stinson. 
She Wanted to Learn Elocution ................ Ada Mills. 
The Old Actor's Story ......................... Myron Cole. 
Tou&sant's Last. Struggle for Hayti. ........ E. A. KrPger. 
The Pilot's Scory ............................ Mary Nichols. 
Emmet'A Vindication ..................... Tom. J. Cowan. 
The Debating Society ................... G. Henry Schulte. 
CAUGHT ON THE WING. 
" I was not in the mob that night, but my 
sympathies were.''-Thompson. 
"We'll show the president that there is m,mey 
in Iowa to defend these 'honorable man.'"-
Mally. 
"Its discouraging for a young man of ability 
in this school to work against these scheming 
secret societies."-Kimball. 
"Its too bad to think that thirteen men should 
get all the honors away from one hundred and 
sixty-five."-County Attorney Dyer. 
" It is no unusual thing to see one hundred 
and fifty students around the chemical labora-
tory at eleven o'clock at night."-A witness at 
the trial. 
'' That petition presented to the board is an 
insult to every member of the faculty, as it 
charges them with that thing most to be avoid-
ed by any instructor-favontism."-One of the 
Faculty. 
ALUMNI NOTES. 
, ~ iz Miss Minnie Knapp was married Dec. 
()) ~ 1 15th last, to Mr. A. M. Mayo, of Lake 
Charles, La. Mr. Mayo is a young 
man of more. than usual polish and ability and 
is rapidly working to the frout in his chosen pro-
fession, real estate and insurance business. 
'83. Prof. G. W. Curtis reports that Texas is 
on a gigantic boom and that land investments 
are paying large dividends. He is Dean of the 
agricultural department of the Texas Agricul-
tural College. 
'85. Dr. W. B. Niles has sold bis practice in 
Webster City and goes in August to enter upon 
bis duties as veterinary instructor in a South 
Carolina university. 
'87. C. J. Cotey is instructor in short-band 
and type-writing in the Dakota Agricultural 
College. 
'84. E. J. Nichols orders THE AURORA at 
Texarkana, Texas, where be is stationed in the 
employ of the St. Louis, Arkansas & Texas 
railway, at a salary of $1,600 per year. 
'84. Alfred Williams is in Denver, Colorado, 
and J.E. Dougherty is at Wichita, Kansas, both 
following the engineering business. 
'84. F. L. Lambert is at Verndale, Minnesota, 
running a saw mill. 
'84. W. H. Wier is a substantial Story 
county farmer and orders THE AURORA at Story 
City. 
'78. Ida Twitchell is married and living in 
Santa Marie, Californi;,,. 
'72. Prof. Stanton and wife will spend the 
summer vacation at the Prof.'s old home in 
Pennsylvania, stopping at the Republican Na-
tional Convention on thPir way. 
'79. We publish in this issue an article on 
Mount Vernon, from the pen of Matilda Cleaver 
Faville, of Baltimore, Maryland. '\Ve are sure 
that the readers of THE AURORA will appreciate 
the literary merit as well as the commendable 
feature of contributing to her college paper. 
'81. Nellie M. Bell is visiting her friends at 
the college, being the guest of Mrs. Prof. Os-
born. 
'78. W. K. Robbins, wife and son were the 
guests of Prof. Hainer and wife the closing days 
of the term. 
'76. L. E. Spencer has opened a real estate 
office in Beatrice, Nebr. 
'84. W. S. Summers expects to be able to 
take his wife to his home at Beatrice from Chi-
cago soon, where she has been for several 
months undergoing medical treatment. 
'84. B. T. Hainer was a junior exhibition 
caller. He is located in Larned, Kansas, where 
he has a fine law practice and is n1.pidly coming 
into distinction in his profe8siou. Although he 
graduated from the I. A. C. four years since, 
the institution has many charmi5 for him still. 
'86. We acknowledge the receipt of an en-
couraging letter from G. G. McCarthy, who h 
at Endicott, Washing~on Ter., employed as 
topographer for the Oregon Railway and Navi-
gation Company. He reports great success and 
enjoys life on thP plains hugely. 
'78. Prof. J.C. Hainer and wife will spend 
vacation with Mrs. Haiuer's parents at Jesup, 
Iowa. 
'79. A. L. Hanson, the prosperous banker of 
Hillsboro, Dak., is becoming one of the many 
kings of Dakota, but that does not prevent his 
being the same generous, whole-souled fellow 
he always was. 
J.E. Hyde, Mr. Hanson's assistant cashier, 
and also city treasurer of Hillsboro, is also do-
ing well. Mrs. Hyde, nee Miss Della Lee, man-
ages to make it lively for Jim, (in the best sense 
of the expression). 
· '86. Pete Burns is professor of practical 
chemistry in the Boston Institute of Tech-
nology. 
'85. George Goodno has finished his course 
in Boston and has a fine situation as chemist 
for a gas company in Boston. 
Teachers dnring vacation, farmers' sons when 
work is slack on the farm, and any others not 
fully and profitably employed, can learn iwme-
thing to advantage by applying to B. F. John-
son & Co., 1009 Main St., Richmond, Va. 
